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The dream
leaves as
quietly as it
arrives. Slowly
waking, her
eyes take on
a new focus.
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why are mornings
so early?

Doing her
best not
to wake her
mother, Anne |
quietly goes
downstairs

the cilia,
cell membrane...
ribosome...

Big hiology test today.
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Homework, hooks, and most importaly...the postcard.

L Life’s routine Classwork...
Tattered and torned she gently places it in her backpack. .

was etched indelibly
in Anne’s head.
Sleepwalking through
her day in the morass of
middle school.

Four parts of
DNA molecule
A-C-T-G

The usuals are waiting.
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The only
available seat
and it’s next

to Jadine?

Great.

Jadine Vickers, left back twice, her school record

" 1t's not my
fault you’re a little

reads like a rap sheet, only worse.

A glance,
aglare,

spaz Wallace. Go
home and cry
to your daddy.

Oh wait,
that’s right.
You can’t.
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your point. /@)

OK Anne, Qk L
you made M‘-'i?

Let’s go down R

Nice going Wallace.
Get your cheap shots in while
'm not looking. You think those puny
arms of yours hurt? Fat chance loser.

Just wait
‘till after school.
You’re dead
Wallace. Dead.

Thank you for taking my call
Mrs. Wallace. I have Anne down
here. She's been fighting again.
Yes, I'll put her on.

hellfo. HI mom
Yeah, yeah, | know.

Can’t you...fine.
1said fine.

But it wasn't
my fault. Yeah, but...

that means I have
to walk home.

I understand Mrs. Wallace,
but we have a Zero tollerance
policy. I think...hello?...
Mrs. Wallace?

8 RUBR Book One

But Anne’s problems were dwarfed compared to that at the Center for Dark Matter Research that morning.

Would a simple short circ
similar consequences?

© CAUTION:
MAIN UVENTS MUST
REMAIN CLOSED
AT ALL TIMES!!

Somebody better
ge__t the colonel!
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- : ;{—\ ——
Why don’t we call this a day. R - _ R
1 don’t think ther twenty 2 5 ““T«\ S
are going to change you ol
any. And it looks like the W -TE
weather is turning. i i
1t

Thanks
Mr. Benson. It

does look pretty
wicked some.

Anne grabs her backpack being careful
with her postcard...

What was it

this time?

\ﬂ:_zsms out for the last “normal’ day of her life. [/
/ 4

s
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Man, what is with this sky today?
It’s kind of freaking me out.

Fm gonna
enjoy this Wallace.
Keep an eye out girls
while | take care of
this little matter.

And the
damage?

What can
we expect?

Apparently, one of the
new techs from GQ did
not follow protocol at the
venting stations when
replacing a modulating
circuit chip.

Right now we’'re
only getting preliminary
reports colonel.
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The electm:a! storm that is passing thmugh mﬂ react with Me aftered Dark Matter, formmg
a bond. As it moves through the town It will most likely Intensify over the next several hours.
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The binary properties of the Dark Matter
along with an atmospheric anomaly may
alter basic physiology at the DNA level as it
passes through objects in unpredictable ways.

In other words doctor,
we're up shit’s creek.

At first the opposing
forces assured us of a
predictable outcome. But
that Is no longer the case.

Has she grown
since lunch?
What was I thinking?

What is she
mumbling
about?

e 1 (el sme B sleng A eyt
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It's going to be okay Anne.
Just remember what you were
taught in self defense class.

The good news, if there is any,
we located where Ground Zero
hould be establish

i, We are And

focusing our attention on that.

Between Harkins Ridge
and Chestnut Hill along the
Snake River about five
miles east of here. Right
by the eh, the...

where exactly
is Ground Zero.

The Clarke Middle School.

That’s where the greatest impact

will occur.
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Let me get this straight. With all costing the taxpayers
our highly qualified people, and all millions, what it boils
our hisicated equi, t, down to doctor is

SARSRS

That won't do, doctor. Now, if you
haven’t done so already | want

this whole complex shut down. No
more testing until we find out what
effect this Is having. All leave is
cancelled until further notice and

I want every avallable person
working on finding the exact location
of Ground Zero and possible
damage. All other personnel are
confined to base. And not one word
to the press or public until we have
answers. Do I make myself clear?

Yes, ma’am.
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